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SUBJECT: UK STATEMENT ON BELIZE 

1 . FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON BELIZE ISSUED BY UK FOREIGN 
OFFICE JULY 7. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: RECENT STATEMENTS BY GUATEMALAN LEADERS 
AND MOVES BY THE GUATEMALAN ARMED FORCES, NOTABLY THE 
CALL-UP OF RESERVISTS AND A MAJOR DEPLOYMENT OF THEIR 
REGULAR TROOPS ON THE BORDER WITH BELIZE, HAVE GIVEN 
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT CAUSE FOR SERIOUS CONCERN ABOUT 
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THE SECURITY OF BELIZE. 

BELIZE IS A BRITISH DEPENDENCY WITH INTERNAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT WHOSE DEFENCE AGAINST EXTERNAL ATTACK IS THE 
RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT. FACED WITH 
THESE DEVELOPMENTS, THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WITH THE FULL 
SUPPORT OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BELIZE, HAS BEEN OBLIGED 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

TO STRENGTHEN THE BRITISH GARRISON, WHICH HAS A PURELY 
DEFENSIVE ROLE WITH ADDITIONAL INFANTRY AND A DETACHMENT 
OF RAF HARRIERS. HM SHIPS HAVE BEEN DIVERTED TO THE 
AREA. THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT HAVE ONLY TAKEN THIS STEP 
MOST RELUCTANTLY. THESE ADDITIONAL FORCES WILL BE 

WITHDRAWN AS SOON AS WE ARE SATISFIED THAT THEIR 
PRESENCE IS NO LONGER REQUIRED FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE 
TERRITORY. THE PRESENT ACTION IN NO WAY ALTERS OUR 
FIRM RESOLVE TO SEEK A PEACEFUL SOLUTION TO OUR 
DIFFERENCES OVER BELIZE BY MEANS OF A NEGOTIATED 
SETTLEMENT WITH GUATEMALA. OUR OBJECTIVE REMAINS 
TO BRING BELIZE TO FULL AND SECURE INDEPENDENCE 
WHILE TAKING FULL ACCOUNT OF GUATEMALA’S LEGITIMATE 
CONCERN AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH UNITED NATIONS 
RESOLUTIONS. WE HAVE INFORMED THE GUATEMALAN 
GOVERNMENT OF THIS REINFORCEMENT AND REASSURED THEM 
OF OUR INTENTION TO CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS. END TEXT. VANCE 
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